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Artist Anne Cofer (left) and Syracuse University students Jaimie Marrell {fop) and Vanna Valder work Installing Coter's exhibit,
*Cantualad Objects.” at the Kverson Mussum, The sxhibit continees through April 26

By Melinda Johsson
Arts edior
"Two yostng womet bend over patels of Dord fabeie thal match
the marked pattern pieces, When they brandish farge wood-hlock
imiadlets andd dellver o few tesounding tps (0 the molat ¢lay Hing of
tee skitt panels, you sdjust your thinking,
Ths netivity oulminates the final stages of the installstive of
r © vAnne Cofer: Concealed Objects” ut the Everson Museum of An
Cofer foins her work foree as the skirts, layers of fubric and clay,
' ate wssembled und hung fom o colling geld, Once (i place, she

kneads, presses and pushes the thick skirte into deaping shapes. She
scknowledigen, (nu Beitiah acoent, that this requives “brute foroe ™

SPOtl lgl]ts Cofer’s solo installution — her first —is the prize promised o

the attist taking Best of Show honoes al the 200K Everson Bleaiol
. She had enmered “Nipe Forms” seulptures of clay-soaked, then
WmHEI‘ Of 90 08 deied), cloth, suxpended from the second Moo ceiding abose the
- Sculpluse Court
o 3 The show's juroe, Edwind Winkdeman, (irector of Winkleman
E . B .a I Cillery in New Yok City, oalles) her work “simply gorgeous.™
VerS()n len lll “Anpe i very ciureful and very precise about the surface of het
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sculprores, * he said at the time, “It's
ftnportant in the work that the surface
foak fragile even though the object

i fuirly solid. Thit parados is shst

I would call sort of the poetry of her
scuipture™

Dy s afier completing her instully.
Hon aod on the eve of the opening of
"Coneealed Objocta ™ Cofer seam her:

Wt e back of the t:)lcxy o discusy
her art. Otie moment she contentedly
fakes in the exhibit while raking her
hands throngh her blonde locks. Befors
fong she poaps up, clredimmuvigates the
e amrtmamkn arniong e sus-

ded akitta re-appraising the installa-
pote A whisper of un epawer, somewhud
(histractedly, trails behind heor.

This pheervation begs the gquestion,
which 15 answered: “Yes, I'm a perfec.
PhCaitine,”
® I3 she o sculprtor or o ceramicist?

A sculpiton, beciuse she uses clay
from outside of the disgipline of ceram.
bea. et work comes oot of sculpture
2ol it's pot fired o e kily

e The fabric

Oreiginally sheets, blankets, table-
cloths and curtaing, Most she purchased
al the secopd-hand stores of the Rewue
Mission and Salvation Army and n few
ot Bed Bath & Beyond and Target 1o
vary the color of skins. Her peeferene
waa for “garish,” larger flora! prints

Hach skiet roguites six yords of Tul
¢, which proved 1o be 4 challenge.

"'ve always warked to add an emp-
nonal component (o the fabric by add
ing it o other nuikerial (glue, plisten).”

& The skirte:
Cofer witted to 1

epeeseut Full, Muid
akitts so common it the late 1%h
centiry. She uucccm'ullz' laupched an

Internet search t fud
from thut ent

Each skint s comtiucied from seven
10 vigh panels

® A feminint or female message?
“No agends, just pat ol who |
uodd whiat 1 da”

A patiesin
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& Why tha skiris?

I'here is 4 domestie tuvad ruming
through the exhibition, Cafer was look-
ing Tot u new form that telsted to her
preyious sheet forme The sXirt wnd
dlrosy foriy are Giting fof “women
and thelr role im society dol how we
foel aboot that, good or bad™ She
e Tt uming doesthe furnialings
— unee curtains, tnblecloths und sheets

— an akirts, another conmection 1 the
domestic environment, And the forms
had another dimension, The clay gives
4 phyalead aod emotional welght s the
sculpture

* Another viewpoint:

Coler sees U beony of her work: wo
much labor mvested 1 art that's “so
ul:;mulcly ephemenl™ und "site spe-
cille”™

® The prooms:
Once the fnbric was out, mojstened
Cliny wus pospded e aedd tried to

The complete
installation of
"Concenlod
Objects*

sus s
sculptures of
fabric and clay
sbove the oot
of the Everson’s
Rohineau
Gallery.




£t the pabiern shape. The
clay wan placed ntop the
lubrie, I‘nllm‘u&l by n layer
ol gurden netting and o
Backing of muslit, These
damp pleces were rollpd
up andd placed in gurhige
Bags for molsture control

This invalved 12 to 16
houts of Inbor pee akin

"So It becomes like 4
plece of wrehitecture.”

For installation, the
ploces were unfuthed ad
Lushioned by kand into
thee skt Toem, with wire
jouning the panels

s Welghty matier;
Cofer used 1,500
pounds of wew oliy
Esoh skity welghs 12(0)
1o 150 pounds. *lt's moee
than | welgh oo a

THE DETAILS

good day.”

“You'te really il
by how much yor ca)
1IN

= On art;

At artist Cofer’s
fptent is 1o push the Lim-
e She confesses 10 this
‘sadomasochisne actv.

"

Y.

Her cluy-fabeic et has
“something very appen)
g aboue i, maybe
because it's so difficult to
e

& On her art
installations
“All the projjects are hig
big nnd heavy, never
pructical or small,” sayy
Cofer, whiystunids 8 feot S
ety il

What! “Anne Coter: Concmnlntd Objects ”

When Through Aptil 26 Nooh to § pm. Tuesday
through Feidey and Sunday! 10 w.m 10 5 pum. Saturdey

Where! Everson Museumn of Art, 401 Harmson 5t

fyracue, 4746064

Admission: Fres, with suggested donation of 5.
Alsor The artint will tath abaut ey sehitit ot 8 pom.

Thursday

THE ARTIST

Sunday, February 15, 2009 [3F

® Anne Cofer, I8 years old,

® Native of Gloucester, Englana. Syracuse rmident since
7000

& Mastar's of ine st from Syracuse Unlversity in 2005
® Adjunct Taculty membes in fiber artv/materialy
Hudine 4t S0

* Marned i Chras Cofer and mather to Hanmah, 10,
andd Jsth, 3%
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Syrocuse University ceramics student lalmie Merell
{on ladder) sunpands & shirt form in the axhibit “Anns
Cofer: Contanlod Objects” at the Lverron Museum
Last month, Assisting Merrell e from left, SU

coramie studant Vanna Valdex and Justin Rabideau, 4
collections assistant at the museum,

SULCTPE LAl PRTATE & T

*Nine Forma, * the work by Anne Cofer that was chosen as Best In Show of
thae 2008 Evarson Blannisl,




